Jason E. Butler, Statement of Teaching Philosophy 
My teaching methods are rooted in a personal passion for art. I am ambitiously devoted to my work which I voraciously build and seek to share with others. My students witness this drive as I share with them reports on applications for grants, exhibitions and public art opportunities. They know I am a practicing and exhibiting artist. 
As a 5 year member of the International Sculpture Center I am an avid reader of Sculpture Magazine. I also collect exhibition catalogs and art books. I have a growing library of DVD’s on contemporary sculpture. Researching current sculptural practices online is another pursuit of mine. These resources automatically make their way into my classes. I share all of the above with my students through digital projection presentations whether using Power Point, the web, showing jpegs or viewing DVD’s.

I assign readings on articles and administer quizzes and writing assignments. At the semesters end each student gives a presentation on a contemporary sculptor whom they’ve researched. These presentations include digital projections of the artist’s work.
I make it a point to attend local exhibitions on a monthly basis because I love art. Periodically I attend world class shows such as in 2008, Louise Nevelson: Constructing a Legend at the new de Young Museum in San Francisco. In all my classes I demand that students accompany me to area museums and galleries—exposing themselves to art. When I travel to an exciting art destination I report on the experience to my students using digital presentations. Entire class discussions about the work result as an integral part of these lectures/courses.

As a sculptor I love material and process. My experience manipulating materials through the years affords me a wealth of information which I energetically share with students. In metalwork I have specialized, advanced, valuable experience which I enthusiastically impart. I include a range of practice in my sculpture courses from traditional to new media: carving, mold-making and casting, woodworking, ceramics, figure, foundry, fabrication, forging, found or recycled objects, installation, fibers, performance, sound and video. I believe in addressing content at beginning levels. It may then be discussed and developed without mystery through the advanced levels. Beginning students are trained to express this conceptual voice by learning about and writing their own artist statement.
I aim to enrich and educate all of my students through contemporary art. Those who do not pursue art careers will gain skills in problem solving and critical thinking at the same time learning art appreciation and empathy for the plight of the artist. My building exercises grow creativity and teach drawing, planning, hands-on construction skills and coordination, a sense for materials and manipulation and satisfaction at the projects completion. 
I see myself as an artist role model for my students. What I make and look at art-wise should inspire and lead them on into the world making their own art and appreciating works of others. I eagerly want to be this art example for my students! I am genuinely concerned for them as young people and want to be a mentor in matters beyond art such as hard work, perseverance, visual sensitivity, creativity and originality, compassion and so forth. I read contemporary poetry each day to every class. 
